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accused admitted their membership of the Ustacha, a Croat
terrorist organisation, by which they were, sent to France with
Kelemen, the actual murderer. By French hiw the accom-
plices of a murderer are liable to capital punishment, but the
discovery by the jury of extenuating circumstances saved the
lives of the three Ustachis. Their verdict, which will cause no
small indignation in Yugoslavia, seems to have been mainly in-
spired by the way in which the case was handled by the judicial
authorities and the police. The disbarring of JV'laitrc Georges
Desbons, the counsel for the defence, in the first part of the
trial, after one of the loud disputes which are so frequent in
French courts, deprived the prisoners of an advocate who was
well acquainted—perhaps too well acquainted— with the
Croatian background of official brutality and terrorist reprisal
which disfigures recent Yugoslav history. Hut it seems to have
given the jury the impression that the dice were loaded against
the prisoners. This impression may well have been confirmed
when the presiding judge, after learning that the prisoners were
bound by their terrorist oath with dcatli as the penalty, re-
marked to the jury, "You see, gentlemen, Kralj was already
condemned to death by running away from his duty at Mar-
seilles." The proceedings, indeed, were saturated with a
peculiar mixture of ruthless disregard for the elementary rules
of evidence and romantic and patriotic sentimentality, and gave
rise to little less criticism than the negligence shown by the
authorities on the fatal day both at Marseilles and on the
Italian frontier. These circumstances have left the impression
that there was more behind the crime than a purely Croatian
conspiracy, that the dangerous favour shown to Croat terrorists
was not confined to Hungary, and that other secret organisations
may have been connected with a detestable assassination.
Thursday 13	an attack on M. blum
A band of young men of the Camclots du Roi attacked M.
Blum, the leader of the Socialist Party, in the Boulevard Saint-
Germain. M. Blum was in a car witli M. Monnet and his wife.
The demonstrators surrounded the car, smashed the windows,
and dragged out its occupants, whom they bustled and struck.
One of them wrenched off the rear number-plate and the tail-
lamp of the car, with which he struck M. Blum on the head,
causing a deep cut behind the ear which severed an artery.
Kicked and bruised, M. Blum escaped from his attackers and
ran to the nearest house, where the concierge was so terrified

